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1882. Mr. William O'Brien, Editor of  United Ireland,

stongthoi for seditious libel, led to a  disagreement of the

sentiment jury, and  to  Mr. O'Brien's  election for  Mallow

against   the  Irish  Solicit or -General,   Mr.  Naish.

Whenever Lord Spencer attempted to fight against

the public opinion,, or the national sentiment, of

Ireland,  he always failed.     His  success  was  in

dealing with the  real crime which  Mr.   Forster

never touched.

So far as the purely political action of the
Parnellites was concerned, Mr. Gladstone's new
rules of procedure, to which the autumn sitting
was almost entirely devoted, were more useful than
any legislation, or any executive vigour. The
debates to which they gave rise were infinitely
wearisome, and can be profitable to no mortal now.
But the rules themselves, which had all been
adopted, with some substantial amendments, when
Parliament was prorogued at the beginning of
December, were the heaviest blow ever dealt at
obstruction, and recovered for the House real
freedom of debate. If the Parnellites were
entitled to boast that they had forced the House
of Commons to do what it would not have done
without them, they had learnt on the other hand
that it was vain to rely upon the divisions of
English parties, for which, as for their own tactics,
the general sense of the House was too strong.
Adoption of Although the form in which the Closure was
osure' adopted, by requiring the Speaker or Chairman
to take the initiative, made its application difficult,
and certain to be rare, it remained in the back-
ground as a decisive weapon against resistance to
the will of the House otherwise than by argument.
The rules directed at irrelevance and repetition
were a still less qualified advantage, as was the

Sower   given   to   the   Speaker   or  Chairman   of
eclining a dilatory motion which he considered